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Lesson # 88 (Sep 10, 2019)
Genesis 47.13-26    Skinny cows

13 The famine got worse; there was no food anywhere in the land. 
Egypt and Canaan became very poor because of this bad 
time. 14 People in the land bought more and more grain. Joseph 
saved the money and brought it to Pharaoh’s house. 15 After 
some time, the people in Egypt and Canaan had no money left. 
They had spent all their money to buy grain. So the people of 
Egypt went to Joseph and said, “Please give us food. Our money 
is gone. If we don’t eat, we will die while you are watching.”


16 But Joseph answered, “Give me your cattle, and I will give you 
food.” 17 So the people used their cattle and horses and all their 
other animals to buy food. And that year, Joseph gave them food 
and took their animals.


18 But the next year the people had no animals and nothing to 
buy food with. So they went to Joseph and said, “You know that 
we have no money left, and all our animals belong to you. So we 
have nothing left—only what you see—our bodies and our 
land. 19 Surely we will die while you are watching. But if you give 
us food, we will give Pharaoh our land, and we will be his slaves. 
Give us seed so that we can plant. Then we will live and not die, 
and the land will grow food for us again.”


20 So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. All the 
people in Egypt sold Joseph their fields. They did this because 
they were very hungry. 21 And everywhere in Egypt all the people 
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became Pharaoh’s slaves. 22 The only land Joseph didn’t buy 
was the land that the priests owned. The priests didn’t need to 
sell their land because Pharaoh paid them for their work. So they 
used this money to buy food to eat.


23 Joseph said to the people, “Now I have bought you and your 
land for Pharaoh. So I will give you seed, and you can plant your 
fields. 24 At harvest time, you must give 20% of your crops to 
Pharaoh. You can keep 80% for yourselves. You can use the 
seed you keep for food and planting the next year. Now you can 
feed your families and your children.”


25 The people said, “You have saved our lives. We are happy to 
be slaves to Pharaoh.”


26 So Joseph made a law at that time in the land, and that law 
continues today. The law says that 20% of everything from the 
land belongs to the Pharaoh who owns almost all the land.


IMPORTANT

* Are there still seasons of skinny cows?

* What is the difference between buying food and buying seeds?

* Are taxes needed in our communities?

* Would you be happy to be slaved to Pharaoh?
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