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LOYALTY

How important it is to be loyal, and we know that many people are not loyal in these days.
We see that and we feel uncomfortable knowing that they are not doing what is right. But
what about us? What about the characters in the Bible? What does the scripture tell us
about loyalty? We are going to discuss several things about it.
Micah 6:8 says, “The Lord has told you what goodness is. This is what He wants from you.
Be fair to other people. Love kindness and loyalty, and humbly obey your God.”
Where do we need to be fair? Probably the most important place to be fair is in our
homes. For those who are married, husband and wife, that is the first place to be fair. We
also need to be fair with children, parents, those in the workplace, and those who are
close to us that we deal with. We need to do things in a fair way. That is what the Lord
says. He says to love kindness and loyalty, and humbly obey your God, because without
understanding, what is it that He wants us to do? There is no way that we will be able to
be loyal. However, there are ways we can do that. I want to share with you today 4 cases
of loyalty in the scripture and it's very interesting.

FIRST CASE
The 1st case is the case of “David and Jonathan”. As you remember, David was the one
fighting against Goliath. He defended the Kingdom of Israel. The king was Saul, and he
had several children, and one of those kids was Jonathan. So between the two of them,
they had a very special relationship. Let's read the first part of the scripture here in 1 Samuel 18:1-4. Saul would not let David go back home to his father. Jonathan developed a
strong friendship with David. Jonathan loved David very much, and they made a special
agreement. Jonathan took oﬀ the coat he was wearing and gave it to David. In fact, Jonathan gave David his whole uniform, including his sword, bow and even his belt. In chapter
19:1, 4-5, it says that Saul told Jonathan and his oﬃcers to kill David. Jonathan talked to
his father, Saul, saying good things about David. He said, “You are the king. David hasn’t
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done anything wrong to you, so don't do anything wrong to him. He has always been
good to you. He risked his life when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory
for all Israel. You saw it and you were happy. Why do you want to hurt David? He is
innocent.There is no reason to kill him.”
In chapter 20:13-14, Jonathan is telling David, “If my father wants to hurt you, I will let you
know. I will let you leave in safety. May the Lord punish me if I don't do this. May the Lord
be with you as He has been with my father. As long as I live, show me the same kindness
the Lord does. And if I die, never stopped showing this kindness to my family.”
Now, here in chapter 20, observe to what happens. David came out from his hiding place
on the other side of the hill. David gave a formal greeting by bowing to the ground three
times to show his respect for Jonathan. David and Jonathan kissed each other and cried
together. It was a very sad goodbye, especially for David. And finally in chapter 31, Jonathan was killed. The first case that I am sharing with you today, it's a case of loyalty between two friends, two friends that made an agreement to protect each other, to be faithful
to each other. But on the other hand, this guy Jonathan, he also was a son. He wanted to
be faithful and loyal to his father, although the father was doing wrong things.
It is interesting how the connection between these two individuals became so strong that
Jonathan even gave special personal items. His whole uniform to David, the sword, everything, because he cared so much for his friend. YWhen we are friends, we are willing to
share each other's stuﬀ. When we are in that kind of a friendship, we let each other use
our stuﬀ, and vice versa. We share vehicles sometimes, “Hey, can I use your car to do
these things?” “Yeah, sure. Can I use this?” Being loyal, being friends, takes us to that
kind of relationship because it is impossible for us to say that we are friends with somebody, but there is an invisible line between me and this person, and we say we are good
friends. However, we never eat together. We don’t go places together. We never share anything with one another. I don't let this person use anything that I own, and this person
never allows me to use anything that he owns. It’s like there is an invisible line. So we say
we are friends, and there are occasions even when there are big tremendous problems,
and some of us, we see the situation. We know the other person is in need, but we just
stay here. And what do we say? “I am praying for you.” Not that prayers are not important,
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but what about actions? Being loyal with our friends, with our family members, with our
church friends, and with our co-workers, means that we are going to do certain things for
this person, with this person that is in need. Look what happened here between David and
Jonathan. David didn't do anything wrong, but Saul, he was so upset he wanted to kill
David. It was unfair and Jonathan knew it. That's why he defended David.
Now, if you are loyal, you should be defending someone that is being persecuted in an unfair way. You should do that. When you defend somebody that is being attacked or persecuted by somebody else, and it’s not fair, when you defend this person, you are being
loyal. Case Number One: David and Jonathan Defending Somebody.

SECOND CASE
The 2nd case is between a “Prophet Elijah and Elisha”. The scriptures are in 1 Kings
19:19-21. “Elisha was plowing 12 acres of land and was working on the last acre when Elijah came. Elijah put his coat on Elisha. He immediately left his oxen and ran after Elijah. Elisha said, “Let me kiss my mother and father goodbye. Then I will follow you.” Elijah answered, “You can do that. I will not stop you.” Elisha killed the oxen and used the yolk for
firewood. He boiled the meat, gave it to the people, and they all ate together. Then Elisha
went to follow Elijah and became his helper.” You can see the character of Elisha here. 2
Kings 2:1-2. “It was near the time for the Lord to take Elijah.” In other words, it was getting
close to time for Elijah to leave this planet. It says it will be like by “a whirlwind up into
heaven”. “Elijah and Elisha started to leave Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here,
because the Lord told me to go to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “I promise, as the Lord lives
and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two men went down to Bethel.
What is happening here? Elijah knows it’s his time to go. He was a very powerful prophet.
He was invested with authority from God, and it seems like he wanted to get rid of Elisha.
Elijah has so much power from God, and he knows that it is his time to leave, but looks
like he wants to get rid of Elisha. In 2 Kings 2:4-6, it says: Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay
here, because the Lord told me to go to Jericho. Please stay here because the Lord told
me to go to the Jordan River.” He was just pushing him away.
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What happens in verses 9-10: After they crossed the river, Elijah said to Elisha, “What do
you want me to do for you before God takes me away from you?” Let's be honest, what is
he saying? “What do you want?” Elisha said, “I ask you for a double portion of your spirit
on me.” Elijah said, “You have asked a hard thing. If you see me when I am taken from
you, it will happen. But if you don't see me when I am taken from you, it will not happen.”
2 Kings 2:11-13, “Elijah and Elisha were walking and talking together. Suddenly, some
horses and a chariot came and separated Elijah from Elisha. The horses and the chariot
were like fire. Then Elijah was carried up into heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw it, and
shouted, “My father! My father! The chariot of Israel and his horses! Elisha never saw Elijah
again. Elisha grabbed his own clothes and tore them in two to show his sadness. Elijah’s
coat had fallen to the ground, so Elisha picked it up. He went back and stood at the edge
of the Jordan River. He hit the water and said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” Just
as Elisha hit the water, the water separated to the right and to the left! Then Elisha crossed
the river.” What is it that we see here in this case? We see the case of someone who is the
leader to somebody else. The authority. Let me give you an analogy. It's like parents and
children, grandparents and grandkids, the owner of a company and an employee, the supervisor and the worker, somebody in authority and somebody that is following. You notice that the first thing that Elisha did when Elijah came, Elisha showed respect to the parents. Elisha was working hard. He fed people and then he left to serve Elijah and they were
together. Elijah was doing a lot of wonderful things because of the Lord God was with him
as a prophet. Elijah was willing to do all that. Elisha is the person following somebody, doing everything by the book, doing the right thing, but it seems like after Elisha served Elijah
for a while, now Elijah wants to get rid of Elisha, and when he finally asked him, “What is it
exactly that you want? He says, “I want a double portion of your spirit. I want double
anointing. I want double wisdom, double power. I want that. And Elijah said, “Well if you
see me when I am being taken away, then maybe, but if not, you won’t.”
Do you know what is interesting? The coat, which represents authority here, and do you
know what happened with it? It says, “Elijah’s coat had fallen to the ground. It’s not that Elijah said, “Well, you know what Elisha? You have been a faithful servant. You have been a
wonderful, terrific number two in my organization. You have been a wonderful son. You
have been a wonderful daughter. You have been a wonderful granddaughter to me. You
have been a phenomenal employee in this company. You have been a faithful member of
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the church. You have been a phenomenal team member in my organization. Now that I am
going away, I want to give you the power and anointing. I want you to carry the leadership.
That’s not what happened here! The coat just fell to the ground because the Lord God
said, “Elijah, what are you doing? What are you doing? I'm sending this chariot and the
horses. Come on! Come with me!” “But somebody has to do the job there.” God said,
“What are you thinking? Leave the coat”, and then boom!, the coat is down. That is when
Elijah picked up the coat, and he carried the leadership. Sometimes friends, we are loyal
to people, to our supervisors, to our leaders, to our companies and organizations. But the
one that is in charge is not interested in passing their authority to you. Sometimes they are
not interested. Actually, they will do anything. “I'm going to Bethel. I'm going to Jericho.
I'm going to the Jordan River. Go, go, go.
But when you are thankful to the Lord, and you are loyal to your calling, the Lord is going
to take care of you, you must do the right thing. And this is what happened here between
these two.

THIRD CASE
The 3rd case is between “Paul and Philemon”. Philemon is actually one letter that you find
in the New Testament, that only has one chapter. Philemon 1:7, this is what Paul says to
him, “My brother, you have shown love to God's people, and your help has greatly encouraged them. What a great joy and encouragement that has been to me.” So you are good
Philemon! I like that! Now, verse 10-12a, 15-18, “I am asking you for my son Onesimus. He
became my son while I was in prison. In the past he was useless to you. But now he has
become useful for both you and me, so I am sending him back to you. Onesimus was
separated from you for a short time. Maybe that happened so that you could have him
back forever, not to be just a slave, but better than a slave. That's what he is to me. Welcome him like you would welcome me. If he has done any wrong to you, or owes you anything, charge that to me. This is Paul speaking.” So what is the scenario here? Paul was
the pastor of Philemon. And there is another guy Onesimus, that also was Paul’s disciple.
In the past, Onesimus was a slave for Philemon. Not just an employee, but a slave. Somehow Onesimus ended up where Paul was and then he became a believer. So now Paul
took Onesimus and mentored him, and taught him God's Word. So Onesimus now is a dif-
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ferent kind of guy. Very bright. He understand things, but for some reason he has to leave
where he was and needed to come back to Philemon, and that is the request. Paul says to
Philemon, “I want you to receive him back and whatever he did wrong to you, put it on my
tab.” Here's the deal. Philemon was a disciple of Paul. In other words, Paul, who was his
pastor. At some point Paul was teaching him God's word. There is a relationship between
a mentor and a protege. How does loyalty work in those cases? The case is that the mentor is entitled to ask the protege, “Please do this”, which is the right thing to do. There is
nothing wrong if the supervisor, who has been training somebody in the company, that
now is overseeing certain things, there is nothing wrong if the supervisor reminds him and
says, “Hey buddy, remember you were entry level two years ago, and now look at where
are. I want you to do something for me.” There is nothing wrong with that. It’s not abuse of
trust or anything like that. It's just the right thing to do. “I want you to help this other person, which by the way, I am also training, so I want you to work with him.” The loyal action
should be that this person says, “Absolutely sir! I'm going to work with him. We had some
diﬃculties in the past, but because you are asking me, and because he's diﬀerent now, I'm
going to trust you and we are going to work together.” Loyalty is about actions. It's about
doing the right thing in the eyes of the Lord.

FOURTH CASE
Let me take you to the 4th case. It’s the case of Martin Luther. Many people don't know
anything about Martin Luther. He was a priest in a church in Germany. In the north east
part of Germany, near Berlin, is the city of Wittenberg. In that city, there was a church, and
he was the priest. He was reading the Scripture and he found that there were some things
that were not right, according with what the church was doing. So on October 31, 1517,
he wrote 95 thesis, and put them on the door of this church, that now is not a wooden
door, it’s bronze. Those 95 thesis are in a file that you can read if you download from this
link: vchurch.us/pdfstudies/95.pdf There you can read the 95 thesis. What was the idea?
The 95 thesis, originally composed in Latin, were posted by Martin Luther on the door of
the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31st, 1517. This church was used
by the university as its campus church, and as such, the doors serve as a sort of public
bulletin board for the academic community. These thesis were a proposal for a discussion
about the practice of indulgences, which was the deal in the 16th century. What was the
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result of that? Instead of the church saying, “Okay, let's discuss this. Let's make sense
here.” Do you know what they did? They excommunicated Martin Luther. They said, “Martin Luther, you are out!”, and as a result of that, the church was reformed and that was the
beginning of the church that is known all over the world as the Evangelical Church, or Protestant Church. Victory Church, we are one of those, but we don't use the word Evangelical
or Protestant. We call ourselves a Christian Church. What happened between Martin Luther and the leaders of the church back then? He chose to be loyal to God.

LOYAL TO GOD
Sometimes when we are loyal, we are going to be persecuted and even we can be excommunicated. They can say, “No, we don't want you anymore with us.” So here is where we
need to make a decision and say, “Am I going to be loyal to the good Lord or what? Let's
read one more time the verse of this STUDY. Micah 6:8 says, “The Lord has told you what
goodness is. This is what He wants from you. Be fair to other people. Love kindness and
loyalty, and humbly obey your God.” It's all about loving kindness and loyalty. Being fair
with people. But let's face it, loyalty has to have priorities and an order. Where should you
start if you want to be a loyal person, someone that people will say, ‘this person is very
loyal’ where should you start? The first place to start is to be loyal to God. If you know
somebody that is not loyal to God, more likely that person is not going to be loyal to you.
But if you know someone that is loyal to God, you have high possibilities that that person
will be loyal to you. People that are loyal to the good Lord, are going to be loyal to His
Word, and everything that the Bible tells us to be loyal to in His Word.
Therefore, we are going to be loyal to His calling. What is the calling of God for your life?
What is it that the Lord wants you to do with your life? Well, of course you are going to
have an occupation, a career, whatever it is, i.e., having your own business, or probably
working for somebody, maybe working for a corporation. That is work. That's part of
God's calling to you. But what else is God's calling to you? The other part of your calling is
your family. So you have to be loyal to that calling. You have to be loyal in your workplace,
and you have to be loyal to your family. There is also a calling from God to you in the
church, and you have to be faithful and loyal to your calling in the church and what it is
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that the church wants to accomplish. Then is when you are going to be loyal to everybody
else because you're going to do things in a fair way. Simple as that.
I was talking with a friend of mine and this lady gave me some pointers that I thought I
should include here. She said that when it's about loyalty, we have to be careful about two
things, and I agree entirely. (1) Fanaticism. This is when someone becomes fanatic about
somebody else. You can see that for instance, politically speaking. Some people are so fanatic to certain political parties that they believe everything that party says. Or we admire
someone in politics, a politician, and we are going to believe everything this politician
says. What about sports? Same thing. What about preachers? It's the same thing. A person can become so fanatic about a preacher. Whatever this preacher says, that must be
true. What about relationships? Personal relationships. Sometimes we are so convinced
that our loved one is so correct in whatever does, that we just can't even consider the possibility that this person is doing something wrong. It's like trusting blindly in someone.
Sometimes in relationships...will you give a blank check to anyone? You know what is going to happen.... You cannot do that! There has to be some level of accountability. The
same thing happens with preachers and that is why I say to everyone, all my teachings are
in videos. There is nothing, nothing that I am teaching in the church that is not recorded.
Everything is available, and people can go through all the Bible studies, and through all the
messages, and there is nothing to hide. But if somebody is listening to certain pastors or
preachers and they are saying things that are kind of obscure and weird and some people
say, “But you know it's my preacher. I will just believe him.” Why? What happens also between a husband and wife? Sometimes the wife says, “He will never do something like
that. He will not have a second cell phone, he would never be texting using hidden apps to
other people. No, he will never use the money for that thing.” That's fanaticism. Which
takes us to the second point. (2) We just don't want to confront others on ethical actions, or on yourself. We want to be loyal, but to the point that when a person is doing unethical things and we are going to choose to say, “It's okay because I'm with him. I'm with
her. I'm with them.” No! We need to be careful to not make those kinds of mistakes.
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However, there is something very beautiful about loyalty and I want to close this study with
these two things.

Loyalty inspires us to work hard
When we are loyal and we are part of a team, everyone gets the inspiration to work hard.
And why is that? Because we understand that the first person that we need to be loyal to
is the good Lord. If you are loyal to the good Lord, you will do the right thing. You will do
things in a fair way. You will do what is right for your family, for your company, for your
church, for your business, for yourself. You are not going to be cheating because you want
to be found loyal. Young people: I just encourage each one of you to take these values
and learn to be loyal and do not cheat. Do you know what happened in the news this
week? It is about cheating. It's horrible. People from big TV stations, and shows and actors, politicians, and many people, even from corporations, are being fired because they
were cheating on their SAT exams. There are, I don't know how many dozens of people going to jail because they were lying. They didn't want to be loyal. They wanted to find the
easy route. Many of them did it for many, many, many years. That is what happens, and
that's why young people: you have to be careful about these things because it's just matter of time. For those who are doing the wrong thing, they will get caught, but when you
are with people that are loyal and they teach you to be loyal, to do the right thing, and you
just do it and work hard.

Loyalty will inspire us to be generous and supportive
When we see noble causes and great actions being done by people that are correct, we
praise those things. You don't have a problem being generous and supporting them. You
say, “Absolutely. I am going to support this organization. I am going to support this church.
I am going to support this team. I am going to support this family. Because we have
learned to be loyal.” That is the invitation that God is giving us today, to become loyal.
Mainly to Him. Mainly to the Lord. Being appreciative every day when you wake up and
you say, “Thank you, God. You gave me life one more time. Thank you, Lord that I am
alive. Thank you, Father. I have my bed, my home. Thank you, Lord. I have something to
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drink. I have food. I have my clothes. Thank you, God I have something to do today,
whether it's my school or my work, I have things to do. A have my family. Thank you, God.
Loyalty. The first person that you need to be loyal to is the good Lord and express to Him
your gratitude.
But it's possible that somebody maybe is thinking, ‘Loyal. You got to be kidding. I'm a
cheater. I'm a liar. I'm disloyal. Nobody can trust me. And perhaps you, my friend, you are
reading this and are thinking, ‘is there any hope for me’? I want you to know there is hope
in the name of our Lord Jesus. All that you need to do is open your heart and surrender.
There is a prayer that I want to invite you to say. “Dear God, I am sorry that I have sinned
against You. Please forgive me. Lord, I pray in the name of Jesus that You will give me a
new opportunity to restart my life. I need to change. Please help me. Lord, thank You for
Your mercy. Thank You for Your kindness. Thank You for Your forgiveness. I love you,
God.”
My friend, if you prayed that prayer, receive the forgiveness from God in the name of Jesus
because He loves you and He wants the best for you!

In memory of Tina Cox.
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