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Long ago, during the time the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and 
a man named Elimelech left the town of Bethlehem in Judah. He, his wife, and 
his two sons moved to the country of Moab.  Ruth 1.1 

The family traveled to the hill country of Moab and stayed there. Later, Naomi’s 
husband, Elimelech, died, so only Naomi and her two sons were left. Her sons 
married women from the country of Moab. One wife’s name was Orpah, and the 
other wife’s name was Ruth. They lived in Moab about ten years; then both of 
Naomi’s sons also died. So Naomi was left alone without her husband or her two 
sons. Ruth 1.2-5 

While Naomi was in the country of Moab, she heard that the Lord had helped 
His people. He had given food to his people in Judah. So Naomi decided to leave 
the hill country of Moab and go back home. Her daughters-in-law also decided 
to go with her. Ruth 1.6 

Naomi said, “Each of you should go back home to your mother…  I pray that 
the Lord will help each of you find a husband and a good home.” Naomi kissed 
her daughters-in-law, and they all started crying. The daughters said, “But we 
want to come with you and go to your family.” But Naomi said, “No, daughters, 
go back to your own homes.” Ruth 1.8-11. 



Naomi said, “I am too old to have a new husband. Even if I became pregnant tonight 

and had two sons, you would have to wait until they grew to become men before you 

could marry them. I cannot make you wait that long for husbands. That would make 

me very sad. And I am already sad enough—the Lord has done many things to me! 

Ruth 1.12-13. 

Eventually Orpah left, then Naomi said to Ruth, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone 

back to her own people and her own gods. You should do the same.”. But Ruth said, 

“Don’t force me to leave you! Don’t force me to go back to my own people. Let me go 

with you. Wherever you go, I will go. Wherever you sleep, I will sleep. Your people will 

be my people. Your God will be my God. Where you die, I will die, and that is where I 

will be buried. I ask the Lord to punish me if I don’t keep this promise: Only death will 

separate us.”  Ruth 1.15-17 

Naomi saw that Ruth wanted very much to go with her. So Naomi stopped arguing 

with her. Naomi and Ruth traveled until they came to the town of Bethlehem. When 

the two women entered Bethlehem, all the people were very excited…” Ruth 1.18-19. 
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